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Home Child Care 

 

REPORTING CHILD ABUSE 
 
 
Policy Statement 
 

Every person who performs professional or official duties with respect to a child has a legal 
responsibility to report suspected child abuse encountered in the course of one’s work to the Children’s 
Aid Society.  This responsibility includes anyone who has contact with the children including but not 

limited to Home Child Care Providers, Back-up Providers, volunteers, and students. 
 
Policy Guidelines 
 

1. The Child and Family Services Act defines a child in need of protection as a child who is, or who 
appears to be, suffering from abuse and/or neglect. 

 

2. Anyone who has reasonable grounds to suspect that a child is or may be in need of protection must 
promptly report the suspicion and the information upon which it is based to CAS. 

 

3. It is not necessary to be certain a child is or may be in need of protection to make a report to CAS.  
“Reasonable grounds” refers to the information that an average person, using normal and honest 
judgement, would need in order to decide to report. 

 
Definition 
 

Child abuse is defined as the following; 
 

1. The child has suffered, or there is a risk that the child is likely to suffer, physical harm inflicted by 
the person having charge of the child or caused by or resulting from that person’s 

a) failure to adequately care for, provide for, supervise or protect the child, or 
b) pattern of neglect in caring for, providing for, supervising or protecting the child. 

 
 

2. The child has been, or there is a risk that the child is likely to be, sexually molested or sexually 
exploited by the person having charge of the child or by another person where the person having 
charge of the child knows or should have known of the possibility of sexual molestation or sexual 

exploitation and fails to protect the child.  
 

3. The child requires medical treatment to cure, prevent or alleviate physical harm or suffering and the 
child’s guardian or the person having charge of the child does not provide, or refuses or is 
unavailable or unable to consent to, the treatment. 

 

4. The child has suffered, or is likely to suffer, emotional harm, demonstrated by serious: anxiety, 
depression, withdrawal, self-destructive or aggressive behaviour, or delayed development and 

a) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the emotional harm suffered by the child results 
from the actions, failure to act or pattern of neglect on the part of the child’s guardian or the 

person having charge of the child. 
b) the child’s guardian or the person having charge of the child does not provide, or refuses or is 

unavailable or unable to consent to, services or treatment to remedy or alleviate the harm. 
 

5. The child suffers from a mental, emotional or developmental condition that, if not remedied, could 

seriously impair the child’s development and the child’s guardian or the person having charge of the 
child does not provide, or refuses or is unavailable or unable to consent to, treatment to remedy or 
alleviate the condition. 

 

6. The child has been abandoned, the child’s guardian has died or is unavailable to exercise his or her 
custodial rights over the child and has not made adequate provision for the child’s care and 

custody, or the child is in a residential placement and the guardian refuses or is unable or unwilling 
to resume the child’s care and custody. 
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Home Child Care 

 
 
 
 
 

7. The child is less than 12 years old and has  
a) killed or seriously injured another person or caused serious damage to another person’s 

property, services or treatment are necessary to prevent a recurrence and the child’s guardian 
or the person having charge of the child does not provide, or refuses or is unavailable or 
unable to consent to, those services or treatment. 

b) on more than one occasion injured another person or caused loss or damage to another 
person’s property, with the encouragement of the person having charge of the child or 
because of that person’s failure or inability to supervise that child adequately. 

 
Procedure 
 

1. When a Home Child Care Provider has reasonable grounds for believing that abuse is occurring: 
a) The HCC Consultant may be consulted for support. 
b) The HCC Provider is responsible to contact CAS with their suspicions.  CAS will provide 

guidance. 
c) The HCC Provider will not discuss their concerns with other Providers, family members, the 

guardians of the child or the child. This function is handled by the Children’s Aid Society. 
 

2. If the suspected abuse has happened at a Home Child Care program: 
a) A Serious Occurrence Report will be completed by the HCC Consultant and forwarded to the 

Ministry of Education and Links within 24 hours. 
b) Detailed documentation is recorded in the child/provider’s file.   
c) The HCC Consultant follows reporting instructions from the Children’s Aid Society regarding 

notifying guardians. 
d) The HCC Consultant in consultation with the HR and Operations Link will identify steps to be 

taken to support the Provider, children and families. 
e) The HCC Consultant, in consultation with the CEO, shall determine whether the HCC 

Provider’s contract should be suspended pending further investigation.   
 

 
 


